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I am pleased to report the 59th VAVS National Advisory  
Committee Meeting was a huge success.  The meeting planners 
and local hosts planned and implemented an outstanding  
conference despite the 105 plus degree weather in Scottsdale  
during the conference. 
I want to extend my sincere thanks to Mike Achey, Sheila Beran-
Parker, Patrick Connell and the Carl T. Hayden volunteers for their 
generous hospitality.  Thanks also to the VA staff for their  
participation and assistance to make the conference a success. 
My congratulations to the VAVS Award for Excellence, American 
Spirit Award, NAC Male and Female Volunteers of the Year and 
the James H. Parke Memorial Scholarship recipients.  
The goals of the meeting were accomplished and I believe  
participants came away with great ideas to implement in their local 
VA medical centers and local communities.  These ideas will  
enhance the service provided to veterans, VA patients and their 
families. 
Now the hard part begins.  To put the ideas gathered into  
ACTION! 
I look forward to hearing from NAC members and participants as 
to how each have developed program activities from ideas  
gathered at the conference.  If the activities are shared, I will share 
these initiatives in upcoming  newsletters for all to celebrate the 
fruits of the labor. 
The 60th VAVS NAC meeting will be held May 3—6, 2006 in 
Reno, Nevada.  The host hotel is John Ascuaga’s Nugget.  I look 
forward to seeing you there to celebrate your past and look  
forward to our future! 

Laura B. Balun 

From the Acting Director 

Top, L-R: Laura Balun, Marty Martinez, Award for Excellence; Nick 
Villanueva, Donna Charles, Sherry Hughes, Steve Stous, American Spirit 

Award; Chester Olszewsk, NAC Male Volunteer of the Year; Grace 
Sharp, NAC Female Volunteer of the Year; and Jennifer Kelly, James H. 

Parke Memorial Scholarship recipient. 
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New Auxiliary Program Focuses on Veterans 
by PA3 Susan Blake, U. S. Coast Guard 
Members of Coast Guard Auxiliary (CGA) Division 
5 kicked off the Veterans Initiative Program (VIP) 
at the St. Albans Veterans Hospital. The VIP  
effort encourages members of the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary to "blend" into association with VA  
patients at hospitals within their Division. The  
purpose of the program is to offer friendship and 
company to deserving veterans who have served 
their nation and who now need the "favor of  
notice" from those who also serve.  

The day started with a meeting with Keith 
Butcher, Chief, Voluntary Service, of the VA New 
York Harbor Healthcare System. Mr. Butcher  
explained hospital ground rules and procedures, 
and discussed a plan of action to be followed in 
this new, evolving, Auxiliary/VA program.  

Recreation Therapist Magdalene Phillips-Felks 
escorted the group up to the extended care unit. 
Their tour started with the nursing station where 

they were briefed on the types of patients they 
would deal with and introduced to the nursing 
staff. 

Ms. Felks took the CGA Auxiliarly members to 
various rooms, introducing them to the veterans. 
A hearty welcome rose from the veterans and the 
members’ eagerness to respond and listen flowed 
instantly and naturally. 

"The men and women I visited were very much in 
tune with their part in history. They told their story 

with pride and I was more than happy to listen," 
said SO-MA Harriett "Skip" Dockstader. 

It was an afternoon filled with incredible stories of 
past wartime experience which created a feeling 
that something special had just happened. It was 
a bond between those who had served and those 
who continue to serve.  

On the way home, members reflected on their  
experiences and enjoyed the uplifting mood that 
they derived from the events of that Friday  
afternoon. 

"I didn't know what to expect . . . it was an  
inspiring humanitarian effort," said Phillip Gordon 
of Flotilla 5-3. "I felt very satisfied and I intend to 
come back next month." 

The VIP program is simple. It allows CGA  
Auxiliary members to visit veterans residing in  
extended care VA medical centers near their  
Division's area of responsibility. Auxiliary  
members are required to make the visits in full 
uniform, with no less than two members  
participating at a time. Divisions are asked to  
encourage their flotillas to participate by  
generating hospital visitations on at least one day 
a month. 

According to DCP Reilly, "This program requires 
no studying or preparation, and it doesn't have to 
be the same people every month. In fact, rotating 
people may add to the popularity of the visits. The 
minimum is one day a month. But those who want 
to do more are encouraged to participate as well. 
A smile and a proper uniform are all that is 
needed." 

The program is titled "VIP" and the veterans with 
whom we will be dealing are indeed the "Very  
Important Persons". For more information on the 
program contact Division 5 Captain Donald W. 
Reilly at dwr-uscgaux@earthlink.net or call  
212-864-0006. 

New Programs 
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59th VAVS NAC Meeting—Scottsdale, Arizona 



Voluntary Service 
Central Office Staff 

 
Laura Balun, Acting Director     Bettie Ivory, Administrative Specialist 
Sabrina Clark, Voluntary Service Specialist    Regina Mack-Abney, Program Analyst 
Rick Gillette, Program Assistant     Marty Naugher, Voluntary Service Specialist 

Visit us on the web: www.va.gov/volunteer 

      1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 
 

8 
 

9 10 
 

11 
 

12 13 
Shavuot (J) 

14 
Shavuot (J) 
Flag Day 

15 16 
 

17 
 

18 

19 
Juneteenth 

Father’s Day 

20 21 
1st Day of  
Summer/ 

Summer Solstice 

22 23 
Buddha Jayanti (H) 

24 
Nativity of John 
the Baptist (C) 

25 
 

June 

26 27 28 29 30   

Left, Marilyn Monroe  
visits patients at the West 
Los Angeles VA Medical 
Center.  Right, Saginaw VA 
Student Volunteers 
freshen up the Lighthouse. 

——————-XXIII Nat’l Veterans Wheelchair Games, Minneapolis, MN———  


